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Excellent teaching for every student.



Since 1994, we have been dedicated to providing high- 
impact professional learning programs and services to 
schools and teachers across New York City, Newark, and 
Bridgeport, reaching more than 672,000 students and 
38,000 teachers in over 1,600 schools.

Our research-based approach has demonstrated statistically 
significant improvements in student outcomes, from early 
literacy interventions and accelerated math programs to social 
emotional learning and culturally responsive instruction.

Teaching Matters has remained fully committed to our mission, 
and we are proud of the following accomplishments from this 
past year:

•  We were selected by the NYC Public Schools as a key 
partner for the implementation of its groundbreaking  
NYC Reads initiative, extending our work to an additional 
70 schools.

•  We expanded our Foundational Literacy Matters early 
literacy intervention (formerly Jumpstart), reaching 180 
teachers and 4,125 students, including 788 pre-readers. 
Of those pre-readers, 83% became readers at the end  
of 10 weeks.

•  We implemented our Early Reading Matters program  
in 47 schools, reaching 1,125 teachers and 27,000  
students resulting in significant reading proficiency 
gains, including a 50% increase in the percentage  
of 1st and 2nd graders whose independent benchmark 
scores met grade-level expectations.

•  We continued our work in all of Newark’s Public  
School Pre-K programs, focused on literacy, language, 
and social-emotional developmental support; and 
expanded our Pre-K offering to over five NYC public 
schools through the implementation of a novel  
intervention support model, while also branching  
out into Bridgeport, Connecticut.    

As we look towards the new year, we are committed to 
serving teachers and students in an ever evolving  
educational landscape, meeting their specific needs  
and building supports that empower communities.  
Our goal is to secure a sustained $2M per year for the  
next five years, helping us reach 500,000 students  
across the schools we serve. We hope you will join us! 

Thank you for everything you’ve helped us accomplish 
to date, and we look forward to continuing the journey in 
2024 and beyond.

Sincerely, 

Lynette Guastaferro 
Chief Executive Officer

Message from the CEO
Teaching Matters was founded on the belief that every student has the 
right to receive excellent teaching, regardless of their zip code. 



Empowering Teachers to Reach  
Their Full Potential

Click Here for Video

https://vimeo.com/887026426?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/887026426?share=copy


Stayed Pre-Reader

Teaching Matters reading programs 
improve outcomes for students.
When pre-reader students receive our  
Foundational Literacy Matters program  
(formerly Jumpstart), 82% become readers  
in just 10 weeks.

NYC Reads 
Prioritizing Reading as Fundamental
New York City is in the midst of a very exciting moment and we are proud to be a pivotal partner in a  
groundbreaking, citywide campaign—NYC Reads—to dramatically strengthen literacy outcomes for students. 

NYC Reads marks a historic curriculum shift in the nation’s largest school district. This initiative will standardize 
literacy curriculum, fundamentally altering the trajectory of the City’s children by ensuring every student becomes 
a proficient reader. It brings scientifically proven methods of reading and phonics to all of the City’s public school 
students, starting with early childhood programs and elementary schools. 

This year, Teaching Matters’ work with NYC Reads will reach more than 30,000 students across 70 schools in 
Brooklyn and Queens, many of whom are under-served and historically marginalized. Our goal is to ensure all 
teachers are developed in the teaching of a reading curriculum based on the principles of reading science.

18%

82%

Moved to Reader

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FruGTU-Cyto


“Our greatest accomplishment through our 
work with Teaching Matters this year is 
effective refinement of our ELA, Social 
Studies, and Math curriculum as well as 
improved teacher practice.”

–Principal, Bronx, New York



 

*Based on i-Ready Assessments

31%

69%

Did Not Meet 
Growth Goal

Met Annual 
Growth Goal

Our Results
Assessment Scores*  
of Students Who  
Received Math Matters

Math Matters 
Accelerating Student Learning in Mathematics
Recent test score data shows sharp declines in math proficiency for New York City’s students - especially Latino 
and Black children, and those experiencing poverty. Our Math Matters program enhances math instruction in 
schools through learning acceleration, which is proven to be more effective than remediation when addressing un-
finished learning. Our coaches partner with educators to ensure they have the support they need to provide their 
students with rigorous, grade-level instruction, catching them up to pre-pandemic levels and beyond. 

During the 2022-2023 school year, we implemented Math Matters in 63 schools. The program has demonstrated 
consistent success over the past two cycles of implementation. Among eight of the schools that we assessed, 
64% of students reached their objectives in the first year of the program while 71% of students met their growth 
goals in year two. Ultimately, our Math Matters program puts kids back on track in elementary and middle-school 
mathematics, so that our City’s most vulnerable students will be ready for high school and beyond! 



Our Reach and Impact
DURING THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR

248  
schools  

supported

3,370  
teachers  
coached

101,150  
students  
impacted



2022-2023 School Year

Expansion + Growth

Teaching Matters is proud of our continued growth as we begin work in Bridgeport, Connecticut and enter our  
third year of partnership with schools in Newark, New Jersey. This past summer, our coaches provided professional 
development to nearly 700 pre-kindergarten and early childhood educators across Bridgeport and Newark during  
their in-service week. 

 We delivered 33 hours of training aimed at equipping teachers with a deep understanding of high-leverage pedagogical 
practices, along with tangible materials for effective classroom implementation.

The training sessions were specifically tailored to emphasize literacy and language, with a focus on phonics and  
foundational skills. Moreover, we addressed the importance of adapting and modifying the curriculum to support children 
with special needs. The 700 educators who participated in our training will positively impact between 5,000 and 8,000 
children during the current school year.



“Our Kindergarten students are now leaving 
proficient readers, with more than 40% of 
students reading on or above grade level.”

–Instructional Coach, Bronx, New York
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Fiscal Year 2023 Giving Breakdown
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 - AUGUST 31, 2023



Supporters 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 - AUGUST 31, 2023

$1,000,000+
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

$75,000 - $999,999
Deutsche Bank
Heckscher Foundation for Children
Robin Hood Learning + Technology 
Fund
Sonny Kalsi
The Altman Foundation
The New York Community Trust
William Randolph Hearst Foundation

$15,000 - $74,999
Anonymous 
Assured Guaranty
Bay and Paul Foundation
Cleveland H.Dodge Foundation
Cory Laverack
Dana Creel
Darren Dixon
Fordham Street Foundation
Fund for Public Schools
Ingrid Edelman
Jacqueline Williams
Lee Millstein
Lucas Atkins
The Frances L. & Edwin L. Cummings 
Memorial Fund
Timothy Johnson
Tom Purcell
Viking Global Foundation

$5,000 - $14,999
Aerin Lauder
Amanda Ross
Anjali Melwani
Anne Byers
BentallGreenOak
Betsy Pitts
Carol Sutton Lewis
Carole Delouvrier
Daniel Tisch
David Sherman
Deborah Norville
Dora Beatriz Stoudemire
Eastdil Secured
Emilio Bassini
Francesca del Balzo
Fred Schmidt
Gala Prabhu
Goldman Sachs
Guy Metcalfe
Heidi Holterbosch
Helene Comfort
Henry E. Niles Foundation, Inc.
Holly Peterson
Jeanine Salvatore
Jefferies
John & Amy Griffin Foundation
Joshua Packwood
Julie Engerran
Karen Klopp
Kiendl Gordon

Kristen Douglass
Lizzie Robertshaw
Lois Chiles
Meaghan Egan
Michael Bijaoui
Michelle Dipp Detwiler
Nancy Hart
Olga Votis
Oscar Junquera
Patricia Farman-Farmaian
Patty Hambrecht
PJT Partners
Richard Spitz
Simone Mailman
Susan Faxon

$1,000 - $4,999
Aaron Welsh
Alan Lesgold
Alejandro Camacho
Alexandra Davis
Amie James
Andrew Fenet
Angela & Christopher Tackney
Anthony Dub
Anthony Munk
Ariadne Calvo-Platero
Bradley Amoils
Brooke Neidich
Burck Smith
Calie Santana
Caroline O’Donnell



$1,000 - $4,999 (con’t)
Chetan Bhandari
Cindy Ketchum
Crystal Lourd
Cynthia van Eck
Danielle Ganek
Deborah van Eck
Diana Colgate
Diana Heldfond
Dionis Rodriguez
Disney
Elizabeth Gormley
Elizabeth Mayhew
Elizabeth McCreery
Francisco Ballester
Gertrude Dub
Gillian Steel
Hoke E Slaughter
Isobel and Struan Coleman
Jack Topdjian
Jayne Sosland
Jennifer Sfreddo
Jonathan Keli’i
Jordan Kavana
Jorge A. Junquera
Judith Ginsberg
Julia Bator
Kahn Charitable Foundation
Karen Chapman
Kate Allen
Kelly Bakshi
Kristin Clark
Lara Trafelet
Lee MacCallum
Lisa Vertucci
Lynn Douglass
Maja DuBrul

Manita Scocimara
Maria Hackley
Marina Colettis
Marina De Grece
Martha and Paddy Farrell
Marty Hamamoto
Mary Dillow
McKinsey & Co.
Meaghan Egan
Meredith Jenkins
Mizuho
Molly O’Meara Sheehan
Morella Troconis
Nevin Kulangara
Owen Thomas
Philippe Dauman
Rachel Hovanian
Rani Gharbie
Richard and Greta Weil Conway
Romi Howard
Ros L’Esperance
Roxann Taylor
Serena Altschul
Serena Lese
Sharon Zambrelli
Shirin von Wulffen
Simona Stevens
Stephanie Hunt
Steve Tananbaum
Sukey Wagner
Susan Dunlevy
Ted Williams
Terrence Meehan
Trinka LaBranche
Valerie Ohrstrom
Walter & Lisa Wick

$100 - $999
Adam Hopkins
Alex Sullivan
Alexander V. Moomjy
Alexis McCormack
Allegra Kelly
Amanda H. Haynes Dale
Ami Javeri
Andrea Blake
Andrew Jacobs
Andrew Stein
Ann Colley
Ann Levenstein
Anna Chapman
Anne Prentice
Anne Sevin
Anney Lester
Arriana Boardman
Asteria P Villegas
Avanti Madan
Barbara McLaughlin
Barbara Siegler
Bj Topol
Blair Husain
Bradford I. Hearsh
Carlton Thompson
Carmen Torruella Tynan
Catherine Fortin
Cathy Franklin
Charlotte Kelley
Chris and Hilary Wendel
Christina de Marval
Christopher Toub
Christy Ferer
Cigna
Craig Price
Daniel Friedberg

Supporters (con’t)



$100 - $999 (con’t)
Darren Glickman
Diana Junquera
Dominique Levy
Doug Peterson
Elena Crespo
Elizabeth Littlejohn
Ellie Manko
Evan O’Donnell
Eve LaRoche
Evelyn Tompkins
Fabiana Ramirez
Frances Schultz
Gail Lobkowicz
Hana Bitton
Heather Leeds
Helen Feid
Helena Skarstedt
Hyunja Kenner
Isabella Giraldo
Jacqueline Willens
James Halston
Jamie Jensen
Jane Condliffe
Janet Ley
Janice Mac Avoy
Jason Sander
Jennifer King
Jennifer Rudick
Jessica Ambrose
Jill Bikoff
Jill Roosevelt
Jonathon Yormak
Jordan Feuer
Judith LeFevre
Karishma Javeri
Kate Mulcahy

Kelly d’Halluin
Lauren Muraca
Lauren Wilson
Lee Gowen
Leighton Zema
Lisa Walker
Lori Biancamano
Manisha Jhalani
Margo Nederlander
Margot Takian
Maria and Bill Barnette
Mark Betts
Mark Grinis
Mary Van Pelt
Melanie C Fowler
Melissa Belleville
Miki Kamijyo
Moneifa Nance
Nancy Sambuco
Nancy Stahl
Naomi Cooperman
Nazanin Smeets
Nicole Miller
Nicole Weiss
Nigeria Aljure
Nikhil Warier
Nina Runsdorf
Paula Wardynski
Peggy Ang
Peggy Siegal
Princess Alexandra 
Mirzayantz
Prudence Solomon
Raquel Babb
Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation
Rosanna Troiano

Roxanne Briggs
Ryan Kavanaugh
Sara Ayres
Slay Shahnawaz
Susan Engel
Susan Johnson
Susan Karches
Tantivy Gubelmann
The Crimson Connection
Tibisay Salerno
Tyler Cook
Virginia Osborne
Virginia Tomenson
Wendy Arriz
William Barrett
Zach Samuels

$10 - $99
Adam Lewis
Alexandra Rose
Alison Pappas
Analise Doorhy
Andrew Thavychith
Anthony Putnick
Ari Kapiloff
Arielle Tepper
Beth Kojima
Bettina Zilkha
Cecilia Crowhurst
Chesli Lobue
Chris Looney
Claudia Overstrom
Clifton Jordan
Daniel Prendergast
Dasha Kasparova
Deborah Edell
Dr. Janet Dewart Bell

Elena Kiam
Emma Lasry
Erica Klein
Evelyn Kaminsky
Gina Bartlett
Gina Parker Collins
Grace Givens
Honor Brodie
Jamal Davis
James Liptrot
Jennifer Argenti
Jessica Frieder
Kimberly Kravis
Kimberly Seward
Kristina Stewart Ward
Laurie Baum
Lindsey Lyle
Liz Moran
Lorinda Ash
Lynette de Silva
Marcella Guarino
Marie-Noelle Pierce
Michael Flynn
Michael Williams
Mikail Oubon
Nicole Harris
Olivier Arsenault
Price Fisher
Saira Malhotra BB
Simone Levinson
Stephanie Coleman
Stephanie French
Stephanie Hunt
Susanna Hong

Supporters (con’t)



Corporate Funders

“Assured Guaranty believes that educational opportunities  
should be available to all students regardless of background and 
income level. Teaching Matters’ work to support educators in  
underserved schools strongly aligns with this belief. Teaching  
Matters’ decades of experience and unique programming fills 
a critical gap in our educational system that produces tangible 
results in student outcomes. We are proud to support this  
important cause.”

–Matthew Naclerio, Assured Guaranty



“K-8 math coach Elly Blanco-Rowe and Jen Gleason of 
Teaching Matters…said most of the math teachers they 
work with had not previously been trained to provide 
systemic, evidence-based interventions for struggling 
math students.”

EducationWeek, Dyscalculia and Dyslexia: Reading Disabilities Offer  
Insights for Math Support

“Many, many schools have adopted a coherent phonics 
approach over the past few years, but the difference is 
we’re now organizing the infrastructure…to be able to 
work together around a common playbook,” said Lynette 
Guastaferro, CEO of Teaching Matters…”

Chalkbeat, Reading instruction is getting an overhaul in NYC.  
Here’s how that could affect your school. 

“As [schools] consider qualitative information about  
students’ feelings, those at Teaching Matters also pay 
close attention to quantitative data. That allows the  
organization to track students before they become  
habitually absent to try to engage them. For the kind  
of intervention Teaching Matters performs, the  
data is ‘non-negotiable.’”

EdSurge, A Third of Homeless Students Are Chronically Absent.  
Would an ‘Attendance Culture’ Help? 

In the News

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/dyscalculia-and-dyslexia-reading-disabilities-offer-insights-for-math-support/2023/05
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/dyscalculia-and-dyslexia-reading-disabilities-offer-insights-for-math-support/2023/05
https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2023/5/12/23721809/nyc-school-reading-curriculum-mandate-into-reading-wit-wisdom-el-education/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2023/5/12/23721809/nyc-school-reading-curriculum-mandate-into-reading-wit-wisdom-el-education/
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2023-08-07-a-third-of-homeless-students-are-chronically-absent-would-an-attendance-culture-help
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2023-08-07-a-third-of-homeless-students-are-chronically-absent-would-an-attendance-culture-help


Board of Directors
Dionis Rodriguez, Chairman
Founder and Managing Principal 
Crimson Rock Capital

Ingrid Edelman, Vice Chair
Ongaro Interiors

Sonny Kalsi, Vice Chair
Co-CEO, BentallGreenOak

Olga Votis, Vice Chair
Chairman Emerita, Teaching Matters

Joseph C. Lewis, Treasurer
Head of Derivatives Solutions Group, 
Jefferies Group LLC

Michaël Bijaoui
Partner & COO, East Wind

Dana Creel
Public Relations Consultant

Elena Crespo 
Principal, Verisave

Adam Hopkins
Mizuho Americas LLC

Jonathan Keli’i
Mizuho Americas LLC

Alan Lesgold
Professor, University of Pittsburgh

Calie Santana
Chief Health Informatics Officer 
WESTMED Medical Group

Jack Topdjian
Founder, Healthcare Equity Angels

Chairman’s Council 2023 Members

Dana Creel, Co-Chair 
Ami Javeri, Co-Chair 
Simone Mailman, Co-Chair 
Amanda Ross Bacon 
Ariadne Calvo-Platero 
Marina Livanos Colettis 
Diana Colgate 
Jean Colin 
Mary Dillow 
Maja DuBrul 
Ingrid Edelman* 
Meaghan McRaith Egan 
Lise B. Evans 
Patricia Farman-Farmaian* 
Danielle Ganek 
Diana Heldfond 

Amelia Junquera 
Jordan Kavana 
Cynthia Ketchum 
Trinka LaBranche 
Valerie Ohrstrom 
Molly O’Meara Sheehan 
Gala Prabhu 
Gillian Steel 
Simona Stevens 
Dorilin Stoudemire 
Morella Troconis 
Olga Votis 
Sharon Zambrelli

*Founding Co-Chair



Thank you  
for all of your  

support!

Lynette Guastaferro 
lguastaferro@teachingmatters.org 
(212) 870 - 3505


